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HAT should pacifists be doing and _ be 


\ prepared to do in this immensely seri- 
ous situation that confronts us ? 

Dangerous as this situation is we still be- 
lieve that war will not cure it, and that for 
us at least who have glimpsed a better way, 
to yo back upon our vision would be to be- 
tray the best we know, 

But what alternative have we to offer? 
We have talked about defending liberty by 
non-violent means. Yet how far have we 
thought out our methods, or trained our- 
selves in the immensely searching discipline 
required? Are we as ready to give our lives 
tosave mankind by the way we see, as the 
soldier is by the way he sees? In all 
honesty we must admit that we have fallen 
far short of the preparedness which the situ- 
ation demands. 

We must, and can, face this situation 
afresh. Where none of us know what is to 
happen next week it is of little use to 
prophesy, or to draw up a detailed pro- 
gramme of action. What is required of us 
is to be alert, self-posessed, and ready for 
every emergency. Should there even come 
severe bombing or actual invasion, should 
there come parachiutists, pestilence or panic, 
our first job ts to keep our heads. If 
others lose theirs, the infection of panic is 
hard to resist. But that is all the more 
reason why all of us whocan achieve it must 
become centres of power ard of calm. ‘‘In 
quietness and in confidence shall be your 
strength.” 

How are we tuachieve this?) By drawing 
upon the vast resources open to each one of 
us, Keep fit, get the habit of breathing 
deeply. Never run away from life. Face 
facts, and still more, face people, looking 
for all the geod in them you can find. 
Above all, cultivate the habit of opening 
out jyour whole being to all the life, truth 
and goodness available. As Fox put it: 
“Walk cheerfully over the world, answer- 
ing that of God in everyone.” 


SPREADING THE MESSAGE 


Whether or not we can honestly use 
religious language to describe our action, 
we attain power and confidence by reaching 
out to realms of life and being beyond our- 
selves, by putting our trust in all the truth 
and goodness we can find anywhere. By so 
doing again and again we find that our 
power is increased, our strength is renewed. 
We come to know something of the faith 
that removes mountains, something of a 
strength, not our own, yet by use becoming 
our own, in which we may be ‘‘more than 
conquerers."" 

How farcan pacifists rightly goon spread- 
ing their beliefs at such a time as this? 
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Maurice L. Rowntree 


BY MAURICE 
L. ROWNTREE 


Very much depends upon what is said 
and how. 


There is one attitude which says ‘‘I must 
at all costs proclaim’ the truth I know.” 
There is another which says'' My chief aim 
must be to co-operate for good with every- 
one! can, and build bridges between myself 
and those who differ from me.'’ There is 
a wisdom which unites the truth in both 
attitudes 


The other day a friend of mine met a 
voung women who had lony known him to 
be a pacifist, and whose husband was out 
with the B.E FP. She was terribly anxious 
about him. and my friend offered what words 
of comfort and comradeship he could. 
lor him to have preached theoretical paci- 
fism at that moment would have been the 
Worst ot taste. But on parting she said to 
him, ‘‘ Don't give way, stick to your work 
for peace.” 


BE GOOD NEIGHBOURS 


We need now to be extra-sensitive to 
what others—including any who may hate 
and abuse us~are thinking and suffering. 
If we show ourselves to them as good neigh- 
bours, anxious to be of use in all ways that 
we rightly can, we shall thebeby advocate 
the truth we stand for better than by pro- 
claiming it reyardless of the feelings fo our 
critics 

It is nota question of bravery: the ut- 
most bravery, if it lacks sympathetic under- 
standing, nay do far more harm than good. 
Those 9f us who are member of Minority 
Movements need above others to realise our 
fundamental oneness as human _ beings, 
however,much they may differ from us or 
abuse us, however much some of them may 
have degraded their humanity. kor we 
are all fellow-members of the great brother- 
hood of man. This brotherhood includes 
our so-called enemies (who are so often 
rather our fellow-victims,) but it certainly 
begins with our neighbours and fellow- 
countrymen. 

Yet, until we have proved ourselves ready 
to make sacrifices as yreat as, or even great- 
erthan they are making we should be ex- 
tremely modest in our maner of advocat- 
ing the truth we see. 


A NOBLER IDEALISM 


It is not a question of witholding our 
message : it isa question of entering under- 
standingly into the immense difficulties and 
anxieties of our neighbours, and indeed of 
members of the Government, and in view 
of all this, asking ourselves what is our 
positive contribution to the saving of this 
terrible situation in such a way that determ- 
ined good will and confidence shall over- 
come all feelings of fear, hatred and revenge. 

It is by progressiug, with however many 
rebufis and setbacks, toward the achieve- 
ment of a more perfect love of our fellow- 
men that we shall cast out fear both in 
ourselves and in others. It is by having 
a nobler idealism than Nazism or Imperial- 
ism that we, or those to whom we passon the 
torch shall eventually triumph over both 
of them, and over all their works. 
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6¢WW7ESTMINSTER ABBEY may 

be bombed to bits and the 
Empire of England crumble into 
dust, but the glory of humankind 
shining forth through the mind of 
Newton will never the extinguished 
unless we are all reduced to the 
dumb forgetfulness of a carcless 
savagery. 

“We do not believe that this will 
be the dreadful fate of our race. 
We do not believe that men will 
continue for very long to worship 
the heathen gods of battles, of dis- 
cord, of war, and of murder. Long 
after the names of Stalin, Hitler 
and Mussolini have become the 
subjects of apologetic footnotes to 
history, men will remember and 
cherish the names of Copernicus 
the Pole, of Galileo the Italian, 
of Kepler the German, of Newton 
the Englishman, and of Einstein the 
immigrant American, for what they 
have done to lift us from the dirt, 
the dust, and the confused blind 
struggles of little men and to stand 
erect and straight with our heads 
among the stars. 

“The supreme need of the world 
to-day is a renewed and increased 
respect for human beings as human 
beings. Not as cannon fodder, not 
as puppets of the state, not even as 
producers and consumers of peace- 
ful goods, but as common partakers 
of the Divine Nature, and as fellow 
travellers along the highway of life 
toward ideals of justice, of right- 
eousness, of beauty, and of truth. 
must we think of our fellowmen.” 
—E. H Clarke, quoted in the 
Spring, 1940 issue fPeace Digest, 
Van Nuys, California. 


Our Future 
Now Depends 
On YOU! 


qh is a personal appeal to every 
reader who values Peace News, and 
in particular to active members of the 
Peace Pledge Union. It is the most 
urgent appeal we have yet published. 

Two-thirds of our regular readers have 
been affected by the decision of the 
National Association of Wholesale News- 
agents to discontinue handling the paper. 
We must therefore ask P.P.U.,regions 
and groups to help us by taking over the 
distribution to retail newsagents, indi- 
vidual members, libraries, etc. 

The enthusiastic support we have re- 
ceived from groups all over the country, 
particularly in the last few weeks, con- 


Continued on page 4 


2d. 


A Pacifist Commentary 


After the 


Duce’s Move 
Edited by ‘‘Observer” 


TALY'S entry into the war, announced 

just before we went to press, has been the 
the signal for every political and military 
commentator to let himself go. 


There are signs of a ‘‘We haveno quarrel 
with the Italian people” attitude. True 
though that is, our experience of what has 
happened to similar assurances to the Ger- 
man people leads one to fear that such words 
will soon be largely forgotten under the 
stress of war. 


Yet it remains true that all the peoples 
involved have one supreme interest: the 
restoration of peace. How or when that will 
be possible may not at the moment be clear. 
Bat when the time comes they must work 
together if they are to remove the shadow 
of war from the horizon If only to make 
that co-operation al) the more possible, there 
is an urgent need to damp down the fires 
of hatred even now, as the  vio- 
lence of the conflict approaches its zenith. 


Just over a year ago Mussolini gave a re- 
assuring reply to the ‘‘hundreds of millions 
of men”’ all over the world who were asking 
whether there was to be peace or war. ‘‘I 
reply that after a cold and dispassionate ex- 
amination of the situation there are not in 
Europe at present, problems so big and so 
active as to justify a war. which 
from a European conflict would naturally 
become universal. There are knotty prob 
lems in European politics but there is no 
need to refer to the sword to undo them.” 


PROBLEMS THAT REMAIN 


Most rulers, our own included, used such 
words in the years immediately before the 
war It is useless now to compare their 
words with their actions. But it is not 
useless to remember that after the war those 
problems will remain in aggravated forms. 


If they are to be solved the assistance of 
great nations which have been able to re- 
main aloof from the conflict will be a vital 
factor, a factor at present ignored. 


President Roosevelt's ‘‘ Full speed 
ahead” speech on Monday night may mark 
a further decisive step towards active 
American participation tn the war. Such 


Participation, though it would naturally be 
welcomed by the Allies, might later prove 
to be no help to the establishment of a 
secure peace. 


Although Mr. Roosevelt was unable to 
prevent Italy from going to war, there is 
still a possibility that in days to come an 
exhausted and devastated Europe will be 
only too glad to listen to the voice of medi- 
ation. In the interests of humanity, there- 
fore, it is to be hoped that American youth 
will not once again be required to die on 
Furopean battlegrounds. 


Continued on page 2 


Germans Who Will Not Fight 


“ E have every reason to believe 
that many German war resisters 
have stood firmly to their pacifist faith 


and that they have suffered the extreme 


penalty,” says the spring number of 


The War Resister, published by the 
War Resisters’ International. 
“For greater knowledge we must 


wait; in the meantime maintaining our 
faith in our old pacifist comrades—re- 
membering that in the last great war, we 
had no knowledge of war resisters in Ger- 
many and yet after the war we found 
them and grasped them by the hand 
after their release. 


“None were shot. One day we may 
have to stand by the graveside of these 
comrades of ours or remember them as 
the unknown soldiers of peace. Uncon- 
firmed news speaks of several hundreds 
of war resisters having been shot.” 


The names of two stch resisters is 
given in The War Resister, which also 
denies press reports that there are no 


objectors in France and gives the 
names of many in French prisons. 
The War Resister is obtainable 


from the WRI at 11 Abbey Road, En- 
field, Middlesex, for 1s. 2d. per year. 
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PEACE NEWS 


THAT “FIGHT TO A FINISH ”—Ill 


The Alternative : 


NCEASINGLY | have contended that 

the post-war world will be deter- 
mined far less by good intentions and 
rosy promises than by the duration of the 
war. I claimed that two years of totali- 
tarian war would insure a_ totalitarian 
future. 1 would now be ready to reduce 
that period to one year. Events are 
moving rapidly. 

The German invasion of Holland and 
Belgium hurled Britain to new depths 
of totalitarianism and into the throes of 
a social and industrial revolution. It gave 
Labour a position of great strength in 
the Government and in the War Cabinet, 
and endowed Labour Ministers with 
totalitarian power which they mean to 
use not only in order to win the war, 
but to overthrow the capitalist order. 

These Ministers have gone out of 
their way to declare that the rule of 
big business and private finance has to go; 
that the pre-war world is not to return 
and that the day of class privilege and 
working-class subjugation is over. 

Social Revolution 


On June 6 Mr. Ernest Bevin went so 
far as to say “that the war would demon- 
strate that Labour, and Labour alone, 
would save the world. It was regrettable 
that it took a war to give them their 
chance, but he believed that now, deep 
in the hearts of the people, was a feeling 
that they would put their job through. ... 
They could not go back to the anarchy 
and struggle of the past.” 

That is to say, Labour is now out not 
only to win the war, but at the same time 
to carry through a social revolution. 

Thus The New Statesman and Nation 
of June 1 said: “There is no going back 
from the Orders in Council issued last 
week. They lead either to the Fascist 
or to the Socialist planned economy.” 


pyri) 


All Europe 


Then when the war is over we must 
expect a stiff struggle for power between 
the advocates of what will actually be 


Fascism, and a_ strongly totalitarian 
Labour Party, a situation which the 
Communists will know how to exploit 


in the strained conditions which must 
inevitably follow hostilities. 

In view of this new development, in 
what sense can the war now be said to 
be on behalf of freedom and democracy? 
Once again, the means are determining 
the end, and the more completely will 
they do so the longer the war endures. 


Where We Are Heading 


What we are heading for, therefore, 
is‘a Collectivist Europe, with varying 
degrees of totalitarianism. The British 
and French varieties will probably be 
weaker than the rest. 

That prospect opens up enormous possi- 
bilities, should an opportunity arise to 
bring the war to an end. A war to a 
finish may convert Europe into a well-fed 
and reasonably cared-for robotocracy, 
whereas there is just a chance that a 


peace by negotiation may lead to a 
Europe in which democracy again 


emerges and in which individual liberty 
finds expression in newly-discovered 
human, social and spiritual values. 
the mind of Europe ought to take place. 
It is on this issue that the struggle for 
On the eve of the present invasion Hitler 
defined his aim as “the consolidation of 
Europe,”’ and specially appealed to the 
Socialist sympathies of the German 


Nh 


“ NOTHING TO REPORT” 


Drawn by B. F. Powell 


Offer Freedom 
and Prosperity to 


WILFRED WELLOCK 


workers to help dethrone the British 
and French plutocrats in the interests 
of a Socialist Europe. 

This appeal to the Socialist sympathies 
of the German workers has been one of 
Hitler’s unfailing sources of unity and 
strength in the present campaign. 


Reply of Allies 

What have the Allies to put against 
it? Nothing better than the dismember- 
ment of Germany and a repetition, or 
worse, of the fifteen years of nightmare 
existence which followed 1918. Hitler is 
following in the wake of the Holy Roman 
and Austrian Jempires, and knows how 
to appeal to the imagination. 

The Allies must beat him in this field, 
must offer Europe, including Germany, 
unfettered economic co-operation, the 
ending of imperialist monopoly, also of 
plutocracy, the distribution of abun- 
dance, economic collectivism alongside 
an enlargement of liberty arising from 
a recognition of human and _ social 
values which the machine age, with its 
new opportunities of social oppression, 
of gaining power and dominion, has 
well-nigh destroyed. 

A peace on this basis would make dts- 
armament possible, which in turn would 
compel all the dictators to face the prob- 
lem of internal development. They would 
then be compelled to fulfil the »romises 
they had made to their respective peoples. 
And make no mistake, dictators who 
have accomplished what Lenin, Stalin, 
Hitler and Mussolini have accomplished 
in different spheres are not incapable of 
creating a new social order. 

In this field, liberty and human values 
will be the final test. If Communist and 
Fascist dictators fail here they will 
finally fail. This will be our test also, 
for no mere mechanical Socialism or 
Collectivism will any more satisfy the 
human soul than a merciless capitalism. 


Labour Beware ! 

So let Labaur beware. Let her, if a 
halt in hostilities occurs, use her influence 
to secure a magnanimous offer of peace 
on the lines above suggested, realising 
that only in an early peace can life be 
tolerable for a very long time to come, 
if, indeed, extinction can be avoided, for 
Western Europe entire! 

Once settle this basic economic struggle 
and the issues of boundaries and national 
integrity will almost settle themselves. It 
is still true that the German people feel 
no concern for Hitler’s ideological or 
racial dreams. Peace will destroy those 
dreams for ever. ; 

As for pacifists, one of their primary 
jobs is to envisage the future and to seek 
ways and means of saving and introduc- 
ing those values without which human 
existence ceases to have meaning. 


American Youth 
Free of Militarism 


In contrast to the militarized minds of 
European youth, American children are 
interested in civilian careers by an over- 
whelming percentage, according to a 
survey made by the Works Progress 
Administration in the junior and senior 
high schools of New York City. 

Of several thousand boys questioned 
as to occupations they would like to fol- 
low, only one voted to be a soldier and 
one a sailor. Likewise they showed little 
interest in political careers. Work which 
the boys preferred included engineering, 
law, medicine and police work. Girls 
preferred to be teachers, nurses, secre- 
taries, actresses and housewives. 

Celebrities whom they admire included 
public officials, athletes, scientists and 
artists, but not military men. 

American Guardian. 
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A PACIFIST 
COMMENTARY 


(continued from page 1) 


A Common Danger 
EOPLE are so preoccupied with the 
development of the war itself that 
they are not inclined to worry about 
the natural consequences of the present 
xigantic struggle. Yet nature has a way 
of inexorably taking its own revenge. — 


The danger was well described—and 
to my mind without any degree of 
scare-mongering—in a recent issue of 
Peace Commentary, which pointed out 
that “the so-called ‘Spanish  'Flu’ 
epidemic at the end of the last war 
arose from the putrefying corpses of 
the Somme battlefield, and killed more 
people than the previous four years’ 
hostilities.” Turning to the present 
war, Peace Commentary went on: 


“Then there has been more or less 
stationary battle-lines, and buriat or 
destruction of bodies hy lime had been 
to some extent possible, but the rapid 
movement of troops in this war will 
have made these precautions almost 
impossible. Plague does not recognise 
boundaries, and the whole of Europe, 
neutral or belligerent, is in danger. If 
this horror come to pass, it is quite 
possible that hostilities will cease so 
the peoples may devote their energies 
to combating the consequences of their 
own folly: may we not choose the way 
of co-operation before a common 
danger forces it upon us?” 


Recent descriptions by war corre- 
spondents and others of the scene in 
Flanders add. point to these comments. 

“BLIND FURY” 
i hae air raid on Paris was described as 
follows in a communiqué from the 
French Premier's office on June 3 : 

‘ The enemy aviation, at the beginning 
of the afternoon, carried out a series of 
bombings in the Paris reyion, their aim 
probably being objectives of a military 
nature. More than 1,000 bombs were 
dropped, causing 200 casualties, including 
45 killed." 

Immediately there was a call for reprisals. 


On June 5. the Daily Telegraph,s 
Military Correspondent wrote : 


“Now that Paris has been bombed and 2 
policy of reprisals is bound to be applied, I 
trust it will be carried out in no half-hearted 
manner. 


"’ [do not mean that the German civil 
population should be deliberately bombed, 
but that we should not hesitate to bomb 
important military targets, wherever situ- 
ated, on the ground that non-combatants 
might suffer."’ 


The Telegraph's leader on June 4 
declared that ‘‘ hundreds of bombs rained 
down with the blind fury which sates itself 
on terrorisation.” Now would it—or would 
it not?—be “' blind fury”’ if we carry out 
reprisals? If so, how can supporters of re- 
prisals condemn “ blind fury” in others? 
If not, why assume ‘“‘blind fury’ on the 
other side? 


Never was it more necessary to remember 
that two wrongs will not make a right. 


JEWISH C.O's 
HE Chief Rabbi, Dr. J. H. Hertz, ina 


statementissued last Thursday regard- 
ing Jewish conscientious objectors, said 
there was ‘‘ no basis in Judaism"’ for claim- 
ing exemption from military service on 
conscientious grounds, 


He added that ‘* Judaism...... ranks de- 
fence of country among the supreme duties. 
None should have a clearer understanding 
of this than His Majesty's Jewish subjects, 
in a war against heathen forces that have 
made the annihilation of the Jew one of the 
main aims of their infamous policy, and at 
an hour when the sacred heritage of man is 
in mortal danger at the hands of these same 
heathen forces.” 

An answer tothe Chief Rabbi lies in the 
fact that for other Jews—not all of them lay- 
men—conscience bids otherwise. I notice, 
by the way, that the war is defended in 
terms which might almost have come from 
any orthodox Anglican or Nonconformist. 


OBVIOUS? 


“Thousands of men of military age now 
cooped up in our prisons would be glad of 
the chance to get back to the status of good 
citizens. I suggest that the local tribunal, 
co-opted with the prison governor and 
chaplain should offer to suitable prisoners 
the chance to join H.M. Forces and thus 
rehabilitate themselves. The economic and 
ethical values are obvious.”—Letter in the 
News Chronicle, June 6. 
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P.P.U. POSTER TRIAL : 


PEACE NEWS 


Stuart Morris and John Barclay Tell 
of Their Aims 


A> reported briefly in our last issue, 
the ‘poster tiral’’ ended at Bow Street 
on June 6 with the binding over of all six 
. defendants, who were the following ofh- 
cers of the Peace Pledge Union — 
Dr. Alex Wood (Chairman). 
Stuart Morris (General Secretary). 
Maurice L. Rowntree (Hon. Treas- 
urer). 
John Barclay (Group Organiser). 
Ronald H. Smith (of Forest Hill). 
Sidney Todd (of Bodicote, near Ban- 
bury). 

The charge against the first four was 
that “with intent to procure the contra- 
vention of Regulation 39A (1) (a) of the 
Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, 
they had under their control documents 

-of such a nature that the dissemination 
of copies thereof among persons in His 
Majesty’s service would constitute such 
a contravention contrary to Regulation 
.39A (1) (b) of the Defence, (General) 
Regulations, 1939.” ; 

‘A further charge against them and also 
against Ronald H. Smith and Sidney 
Todd, read: (that they) “did endeavour 
to cause among persons in His Majesty's 
service disaffection likely to lead to 
breaches of their duty, contrary to Regu- 
lation 39A (1) (a) of the Defence 
(General) Regulations, 1939. This charge 
arose out of the displaying of a P.P.U. 
poster, while the other referred to its 
being “under their control.” 

The case (which was based on the 
P*P.U. poster, “War will cease when 
men refuse to fight: What are you going 
to do about it?”), was heard by Sir Robert 
E. Dummett, the chief magistrate, the 
Attorney General (Sir Donald Somervell) 
prosecuted, and Mr. John Platts Mills 
defended. Little more than formal evi- 
dence was taken at the first hearing, on 
May 9, and at the end of the second day’s 
proceedings (on May 23) the magistrate 
had hinted that it might be serious for 
the defendants, if, on the resumption, 
they proved unable to give him a satis- 
factory undertaking with regard to their 
future propaganda activities. 


Undertaking Accepted 


When the hearing opened on June 6, 
Mr. Platts Mills read the following reso- 
lution passed by the National Council of 
the Peace Pledge Union on June 2, in 
which the defendants concurred and which 
he submitted as their undertaking :— 


“This Council repudiates the sug- 
gestion that it has ever directed its 
literature specifically or primarily to 
soldiers or that the poster in question 
was part of an endeavour to create 
disaffection in His Majesty’s Forces. 


VENOM 


66° F°HERE are rumours of many 

kinds: some of them cruel and 
wicked. Someone may be connected 
with a pacifist who may now be a 
useful member of society entititled to 
his opinion and able some day to 
serve his country in more valuable 
ways. 

‘‘Some pseudo-patriot starts a 
rumour: he is a German, a Fifth 
Columnist and his wife or sister-in 
law had a suspicious German alien 
working for her (actually an Aus- 
trian refugee) .. . and so forth. 

‘* Then some press patriot, effec- 
tively doing the Fifth Columnist 
job of sowing panic and distrust, 


adds grist to the dirty mill. Take 
the leading article in the Sunday 
Pictorial of June 2. Except in Der 
Sturmer I have seen nothing more 
nauseating. Headed ‘Pacifists,’ the 
article pours out its venom on ‘ pari- 


sites, ‘individualists’ and ‘inter- 
nationalists,, and then by a swift 
sleight-of-hand arrives at the conclu- 
sion (in black capital letters,) that 
‘these young perverts, idiots, and 
racketeers are dangerous.’ 

** Now look for a fine new crop of 
rumours. The followers of George 
Lansbury and Dick Sheppard are to 
be smudged with a2 new filth. Hitler 
used the same trick when he wanted 
to justify the murder of Rohm.”’ 
—‘‘Critic’’ in The Statesman and 
Nation last week. 


The Council recognises, however, that 
in the present circumstances the poster 
may be made to bear an interpretation 
which was not in the minds of those 
responsible for its issue two years ago 
or for its subsequent exhibition. 


“In order to avoid this misinterpreta- 
tion the Council hereby withdraws the 
poster and instructs its officers to exer- 
cise due care in the tssue of future 
literature with a view to avoiding this 
kind of misinterpretation. They are 
satisfied that to give any further under- 
taking would be to surrender liberties 
which Sir John Anderson has explicitly 
promised to maintain for the present.” 


The Attarney General said he had no 
objection to that undertaking if the magis- 
trate felt it was satisfactory. 

Referring to the defendants, Sir Robert 
Dummett said: “That they have broken 
a law | have no doubt. But they are 
honourable men and if they enter into 
this undertaking, and particularly having 
regard to the fact that the poster was 
issued some two years before the state of 
emergency arose, | am prepared to accept 
their undertaking. But | will hear them 
if you like.” 


Defendants’ Evidence 


Stuart Morris then went into the box, 
and after questions about the positions 
he had held in the Church of England, 
he was asked if the Peace Pledge Union 
had any political affiliations. He replied 
that it had none at all and was an entirely 
non-political organisation. 

In reply to a further question by Mr. 
Platts Mills, Mr. Morris told the court 
that the National Book Council, with the 
approval of the War Office, had issued 
a list of books which might be supplied 
to tle Forces. One of those was a book 
of essays by Aldous Huxley, the last of 
which was a P.P.U. Pamphlet called 
“What are vou going to do about it?” 

Declaring that he held his pacifism as 
part ot his Christian faith, Mr. Morris 
said he could not recognise any limit to 
the range of the gospel he had to preach, 
not specifically to the Forces, though 
they might be reached and influenced. 

Sir Robert Dummett: “Still you are 
at liberty to sign this undertaking?” 

Mr. Morris: “I see no discrepancy 
between the two.” 

Sir Robert : “I understand this to mean 
that you are prepared to give an under- 
taking that you will not do anything, 
either by way of a poster or preaching 
or propaganda of any kind, which could 
affect men who are serving, or about to 
serve, in His Majesty’s Forces, at any 
rate during the war.” 

Mr. Morris: “I could not give an 
undertaking in those terms.” 

After he had explained the effect of 
the undertaking he had given, Mr. Platts 
Mills interposed the question: “Does 
your undertaking bear the interpretation 
not to ‘endeavour to cause disaffection?” 
to which he answered in the affirmative. 

Sir Robert : “I want to be sure you are 
giving an undertaking which means there 
will be no such repetition of any sort 
which could be an andeavour to disaffect 
His Majesty’s Forces.” 

Mr. Platts Mills: “The resolution is 
plain.” 

When John Barclay went into the box 
he was questioned about his service in 
the army in the last war, from which he 
said he was discharged gassed. 

Asked what he thought would be the 
effect of the poster on a soldier, he 
thought it would make him want to fight 
even more than before, though he added 
that when read it might make men think. 
To the question, “Have you any desire to 
dissuade soldiers from their duty?” he 
replied :— 

“As an ex-soldier and a pacifist, my 
own personal view is that war is futile, 
and ] have very often a desire to urge 
young men not to repeat the follies of 
war. But as a pacifist, I believe I can 
only put before a man my point of view 
and leave him to decide.” 

Formal evidence was then given of the 
events leading up to the summoning of 
the two group leaders, Ronald Smith 
and Sidney Todd, and each gave evidence 
as to his attitude. 

When Mr. Platts Mills, addressing the 
magistrate, and urging that there should 
be no conviction, suggested that this was 


FULL 
REPORT 


a political prosecution and the culmina- 
tion of a campaign of abuse by certain 
people, Mr. G. B. McClure, for the 
Public Prosecutor, rose to deny the alle- 
gation. Mr. Platts Mills went on to 
suggest that if the defendants had really 
intended to disaffect the Forces they 
would have gone direct to them and not 
used ambiguous phrases. He submitted, 
finally, that the magistrate had some- 
thing of a duty to protect the free 
expression of opinion. 
Magistrate’s Relief 


Sir Robert Iummett then addressed 
the defendants as follows :— 

“It is not an easy case for anybody to 
try. | want to make it perfectly clear that 
there is nothing of a political nature in 
the decision I am about to give or in 
my conduct of the case. I have nothing 
whatever to do with these gentlemen’s 
opinions. - 

“This is a free country, and we are 
fighting to keep it a free country. 

“But I have also come to the conclusion 
that they have infringed the law. All I 
can say is that the men who were re- 
sponsible for this poster, however much 
they say they had no such intention, are 
the type of men who, if they reflected 
for a moment, would see that this is a 
poster that would cause disaffection in 
the ranks of fighting men. 

“! therefore have come to the con- 
clusion that this has been proved and 
that there was an endeavour—an en- 
deavour with the full meaning of the 
word—to cause among persons in His 
Majesty’s service disaffection likely to 
lead to breaches of their “duty. That is 
my finding. 

“To my immense relief, they have 
given an undertaking which the Attorney 
General says the prosecution is ready to 
accept. Had it not been so, I should 
have had to take such steps as would 
have prevented these men, as free men, 
from committing a breach of the law 
for a long time. 

“T propose to record the fact that I 
have found these facts proved, not by a 
conviction, but, under the Probation of 
Offenders Act, binding them over to sign 
this declaration and come up for judg- 
ment if called upon. Each one is bound 
over for 12 months in his own recog- 
misances of 40s. to sign the resolution 
and to obey it not only in the letter but 
in the spirit.” 

Costs of £36 were ordered against 
them jointly. 

Verbatim Report 


It is expected that a verbatim report of 
the proceedings will be published in pamph- 
let form. 


“And Some 
Fell....” 
By JOHN BARCLAY 


(P.P.U. Groups Orgariser) 


T HE pressure of events, the speed 
with which they overtake one an- 
other, the uncertainty surrounding any 
forecast of the future—all these are re- 
sponsible fer resignations from our 
ranks at the moment, 

During the last few weeks I have had 
letters from old friends, men and 
women who I should have been ready 
to “back my shirt on,” who have 
written to say that they can no longer 
hold to their pledge of personal renunci- 
ation of war. 


On reading letters such as theirs, the 
first emotion one gets may be one of 
anger—anger at being deserted as was 
the popular reaction against the King 
of the Belgians. This is followed by 
fear, the fear of being left alone to 
bear the burden, and finally the realisa- 
tion that possibly they are moved by 
what seems to be a greater loyalty than 
the one they had shared with you— 
the loyalty to the national group. 


~ + * + 


Unless we have really faced up to the 
possibility of military defeat, we can- 
not claim to have examined our faith 
called pacifism. If at the back of our 
minds has always been the comforting 
thought that in the end the Allied 
Forces would win, our pacifism has 
never been more than an academic 
philosophy. 


I believe that it is this possibility of 
military defeat that hus come as a 
terrible shock to so many people. Paci- 
fism faced by military dictatorship and 
no longer sheltering behind it—this is 
something that may cause complete re- 


‘nunciation of previously held convic- 


tions, 


It is not an easy pledge we hold, and 
in total war it becomes agonisingly 
dificult to maintain. The wonder to me 
is not that so many, but that so few 
have recanted. Whatever we feel about 
those who have now decided to break 
with us, we must retain their friend- 
ship, for who knows which of us may 
not crack if the pressure increases? 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 


Box Number 6d. extra 


SITUATIONS 
Wanted 


FRANK DAWES, anc, w.ns.7. and 
ELFRIDA CHEETHAM, L.n a.m. (P.P.U. mem- 
bera! teach Pianoforte in Enat and North Londou 
mee End. 27, Avandale Court, Churehfield, 


WOMAN, 24, seeks change employment, Lon- 
donlanguage degree; sub-editing experionce; typ- 
ing. Prefernbly Pacifist work.—Box 464, Peace 
News,3 Black Road, N.4. 

PACIFIST, 37, seeks work, food-prod’ or dis- 
tribution. Experienced salesman, organiser, edue'. 
Box 465, Pence News, 3 Blackstock Road. N.4. 

UNEMPLOYED C.O., (23), urgently re- 
quires agricultural work.—Box 461, eace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Vacant 


HAYMAKING, Laneashi that 7 ; 
SAA MANLING, Lancastiic, pacihsi requires 


immediately man or strong youth temporary. 
= 462, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform. 
Vegetarian Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For 
happy holidays or restful recuperation. Central 
heating, h. and c. water in bedrooms.—A. and 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Matlock. 
at Ambergate (L.M.S.). Tel: Amber- 
gate 44. 


LONDON: FOWLER, “Newlyn House,’ 9 
Argyle Street, W.C.1. B. and B., 5s.; double, 
8s. Sd: Opposite St. Pancras Station. Ter. 
3572. 


LOVELY LUSTLEIGH. Come and leave 
our children at Mapstone Home School and 
Gael House. Two houses, high, healthy— 
over 500ft. above sea-level. Farm produce, 
home baking. Family terms, moderate.—Map- 
stone, Lustleigh, Devon. 

WYE VALLEY HOLIDAYS. Guest House 
and Community Crafts Centre. Vegetarian diet. 
—Barn House, Brockweir, Mon. 


Latest time for copy, 
Tuesday morning 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BECOME a non-smoker! Save £10-£20 
per annum. Improve—and_ _preserve—your 
health. Unique, drugless, infallible method.— 
yyainley Course, 87 Taggart Avenue, Liverpool 


HIGHGATE, London. Furnished top-flaor 
flat. Quiet neighbourhood. 2 rooms, kitchen 
and box-room, use of bathroom. Accom. two or 
three. Pacifists_ preferred. 188. 6d. p.w.— 
Apply Box 456, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 


MISS T. D. WALLINGTON (and Mrs. 
Helen Whiticom), health practitioner, osteo- 
patt bonesetter, treats all conditions of ill- 
ealth by natural methods. Consultations by 
appointment. 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1. (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way, North Letchworth 


PRINTING of any description. Cheapeat 
house in country for Leaflets, ete. Speedy 
pera Ree and Son, Shipley, Yorks. En- 
tirely PPU, 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Re- 
ligious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


HOLIDAY SCHOOL at N. Wales Youth 
Hostel. Rambles and study of international 
topics. : Enclose id. stamped envelope to 
International Tramping Tours B, 6 Bainbridge 
Road, Leeds 6. 


TRUTH ABOUT THIS WAR. The hooks 
for which Action and New Leader refused 
advertisements. Truth says “so dangerous 
that the authorities should lose no time in 
suppressing it. 2s. 6d. from British People's 
Party, 13 Fond Street, London, W.C.1. 


WANTED. One or two unfurnished rooms, 
and kitchenette, use of bath. Five miles radius 
Winchester.—Turbayne, 2 Abbots Road, Win- 
chester. 

WANTED. Pacifist with knowledge of smail- 
holding, or existing smallholder to combine with 
advertiser who would invest £150.—Box 463, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


EX-SOLDIER 
PLEADS FOR 
TOLERANCE 


ARGELY as a result of an 

eloquent plea for tolerance 
by a man who lost an arm in the 
last war, Manchester City Council 
last week defeated, by 40 votes 
against 34, a resolution urging 
dismissal of corporation em- 
ployees who were conscientious 
objectors, unless they joined one 
of the forces or the R.A.M.C. 
within a month of a tribunals 
decision. 

The  ex- soldier, Councillor 
Harold Quinney, pointed out that 
the real conscientious objector 
could not be forced to fight, so 
that the only people who would 
benefit by the resolution would be 
false objectors. 

He asked the Council not to be 
stampeded in a war atmosphere 
into a piece of petty, spiteful in- 
tolerance of a principle for which 
men were now laying down their 
lives. 


Our Future Now 


Depends On You 


(continued from page 1.) 


vinces us that we shall get the help we 
need. BUT WE MUST HAVE IT 
IMMEDIATELY. 

Our primary task is to re-establish con- 
tact with all those readers who can no 
longer get the paper from their news- 
agents. 

Although some readers have returned 
the form we published a fortnight ago, 
there is still much work for groups to 
do in connection with those who have 
failed to do so. 

Details of the new distributing scheme 
have been set out in a circular; group 
and regional officials who have not re- 
ceived a copy should write to us without 
delay, for we need their help if the 
system is to work successfully. 

A discount of 25 per cent. is allowed 
to groups. This means that the greater 
part of 28,000 halfpennies per week is 
available for group funds throughout the 
country if contact can be made with all 
our readers, 

Now about newsagents: Some may 
still be able to get their supplies through 
non-Association wholesalers, and we are 
sure that many will still be prepared to 
handle the paper. This support should 
be encouraged, and we suggest that 
groups arranged to supply them.at 1s. 6d. 
per dozen, carriage free. Any taking 
more than a dosena week may order from 
us on the same terms. 


Our Fighting Fund 


AS) now for a way in which every 
single reader can help. 

Last week we announced that, as we 
are now fighting for our very existence, 
we would close the Peace News Fund and 
start a new Fighting Fund. 

The original fund reached a grand 
total of nearly £650 in just over a year. 
We want the new Fighting Fund to grow 
at not less than double that rate—and 
that’s where YOU come in! Next week 
we shall let you know how the Fund 
is progressing 

Please address gifts to The Accountant, 


Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4, 
indicating that they are for the Fighting Fund. 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor 
Peace News itself is necessarily commtited 
to views expressed in the articles we publish. 
(Still less does the acceptance of advertise- 
ments imply endorsement of any views 
expressed or implicit therein or PPU con- 
ection withthe matter advertised.) Contri- 
butions are welcomed, though no payment 
is made. They should be typewritten, if 
possible, and one side only of the paper 
should be used. ‘They may not be returned 
unless a stamped addressed envelope is 
enclosed, nor can we undertake to acknow- 
ledge all correspondence owing to increased 
cost of postage. 


Published from Editorial and Publishing 
Offices 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 by 
‘Peace News' Lid. Registered Office, 6 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, and 
printed for them by C. A. Brock & Co. 
Ltd, 463 Harrow Road, London, W.10. 


PEACE NEWS 


“We Consider 
Only Conscience”’ 


-TRIBUNAL 


@¢8f SHOULD like to take this oppor- 

| tunity of saying, and saying again, 
that this tribunal receives no instructions,” 
said Judge FE. C. Burgis when he resumed 
his place last week as chairman of the 
Lancashire Tribunal for C.O.’s. He had 
been absent for two months since he was 
attacked by an applicant. 

“We are a judicial body,” he went on. 
‘We receive no directions. It is im- 
material to the tribunal how many we 
send. Conscience, and conscience alone, 
is what we have to consider. Our aim 
is to make justice a reality. 

“Many of the views that are expressed 
here may cause resentment in many quar- 
ters now that they are uttered at a time 
when the country is fighting for its life 
and when Christianity and civilisation 
are in peril. All we have to consider is 
whether these views are sincerely and 
deeply felt, and we have not to determine 
whether they are reasonable or whether 
they are patriotic at this juncture. 

“We have to see that this genuine 
conscience is respected, but we shall be 
alert and vigilant to see that conscience 
is not made a camouflage for self-interest 
and base and ignoble motives.” 


Advisory Bureaux 


Following are further additions and amend- 
ments to the lists of Advisory Bureaux for 
C.O.’s already published. Any similar changes 
should be sent to the Central Board for Con- 
scientious Ohbjectors. Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 

LEIGH-ON-SEA—F. _ B. 
Ridgeway, Westcliff-on-Sea. 


N.W.L and N.W.5—Ronald Gough, 13° Fox- 
ham Road, N.19. 


Breakspear, 44 


MILL HILL--J. E. Abbott, 3 Hill View 
Road, N.W.7. 
THE HYDE—E. Flint, 60 \Wakeman’s 


Hill, N.W.9. 
TONBRIDGE—Miss A. K. Jupp, 20 Barden 
Parl Road, Tonbridge. 


_WILLESDEN—A. W. 
Circular Road, N.W.10. 


Clarke, 319 North 


SoaGod... 

| think war wrong. I also think it 
silly. Sometimes a comedian in a theatre 
will do something so divinely irrespon- 
sible, so complete and gorgeously silly, 
that one sinks back into one’s seat in 
helpless laughter. A few minutes later 
he does it again—and then again—and 
then again. Gradually one ceases to 
laugh. So a god, to whom the death of 
a man was no more than to man the 
death of a fly, must once have laughed 
uproariously at man’s invention of war 
—and grown weary of laughing—and 
then wished that the absurd little crea- 
tures would hit upon something else as 
gorgeously comic. 

I think war silly. I think that war is 
the ultimate expression of man’s wicked- 
ness and man’s silliness. There are 
times when I think that its childish silli- 
ness is even more heart-breaking than 
its wickedness—A. A. Milne, Peace with 
Honour, 1934. 


Facts and Figures 


WHAT THEY 
EARN 


HE following figures of the various 

income zronps in Britain in 19 Oare 
taken from G. DIN. Cole's Condition of 
Britain and appears to be the latest avail- 
able. 

Number of Total 
Earners recerved 
Over £10,000 10,000 (05%) £221,000,000 
£2,000-£10,000 100.000( 53%.) £378,000,000 
£1.000-£2000 199,000 (1.06%) £237,000,000 
£500-£1,000 508,000 (2.69%) £312.000,009 
£250- £500 1,527,000 (8.09%) £40-+4,000:000 
£125-£250 4,925,000 (26.10%) £980,000 000 


Under 


£125 11,600,000 (61.48% 


Income 


”£1,170,000,000 


According to a renort given bv Miss 
Dorothy Detzer to the Executive of the 
Women’s International league in Geneva 
in December, 1939, the best figures available 
then showed that there were in the Usurted 
States 29 million families. Of these : 


2.7%, receive {1.000 or more per year 
8% receive from £500-£1 000 per vear 
54%, receive less than £250 per vear 


Peace News 


Summary 


ee Oxford University Pacifist Asso- 
ciation has met regularly during the 
summer term, and membership now num- 
bers about 200. Pacifist speakers have 
included Reginald Sorensen, Canon L, W. 
Grenstead, of Oxford, Ven. Percy Hartill, 
of Stoke, and D, V. Tahmankar. A. L. 
Rowse, a non-pacifist, also addressed the 
Association. Many members hope to 
find ways of service during the summer 
vacation in Work Camps and in harvest- 
ing. 


* * * 


66UN its refusal to follow Curist the 

modern world is breaking to pieces. 
Peace and righteousness are inseparable.” 
The above is the wording of a poster 
obtainable from the Northern Friends’ 
Peace Board, Friends’ Meeting House, 
Woodhouse Lane, Leeds, 2 


Colossal Futility 


T maintain that by far the most tragic 
thing about war is not its immorality, 
not its cruelty, but its manifest and 
colossal futility and imbecility. 1 main- 
tain that war achieves no single object 
of advantage in the high sense to any 
one, nor does it attain any one of the 
supposed aims for which it is waged. 


—Lord Ponsonby, Now ts the Tune, 
1925. 


Three Months For Anti-War Leaflets 


HE Public Order Act was 
never cast for the purpose of 
suppressing perfectly legitimate 
propaganda. It is now a question 
of a policeman, as soon as he 
sees something he does not like, 
arresting people and then look- 
ing up a suitable charge. It is a 
fantastic position for English law 
to have sunk into.” 

So said Mr. K, H. Digby, when 
defending four people Who were 
sentenced to three months’ im- 
prisonment at Stratford Police 
Court last week after distributing 
anti-war leaflets outside a Wal- 
thamstow munitions factory. 


It was stated that a war reserve 
policeman arrested them because 
he thought it was an offence to 
criticise the Government. At the 
police station he discovered his 
mistake and another charge of 
‘Gnsulting behaviour likely to pro- 
voke a breach of the peace,” was 
brought. 

Defendants, who are members 
of the Young Communist League, 
will appeal. 

“Feared Lynching” 

When David Spreckley, a mem- 
ber of the Forward Movement 


within the Peace Pledge Union, 
appeared at Bow Street on Thurs- 
day last, on a charge of using in- 
sulting words in Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, a policeman declared that 
if he had not been arrested it was 
feared that he would be lynched. 


Another member of the For- 
ward Movement; Frederick Lohr, 
was sentenced to three months’ 
imprisonment at Marlborough 
Street on Friday, the magistrate 
remarking that but for the police 
he might have been scriously 
handled by the crowd. 

Frederick Lohr was accused of 
using insulting words at a Hyde 
Park meeting. At the time of 
the meeting he was under remand 
on a similar charge from the pre- 
vious Sunday. 

Mr. Digby described this charge 
as “fantastic.” 

Inspector Simmonds said the 
crowd became very hostile. 


It was stated that someonc 
shouted, “What about Leopold?” 
and that David Spreckley replied, 
“He had courage.” When he was 
arrested the crowd was said to 
have shouted, “Take him away 
and shoot him.” 
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What Does 


Stanc For? 


a 
he Veace Pledge U1 ‘Pacifist 
society which was for Canon 

Hick Sheppard in 1934, when | 2d all 
those who were willing to pledge th ‘Ives 
to renounce war to send him their mes 
The socieis ely non-sectarian and 
welcomes within its ranks everyone who is 


resolved not to 
activity, irrespectis 
of reasoning 
to this decision 

Like their decision to makea renunciation 
of war, their ways of acting for the attain- 
ment of peace remain individual. The 
groups of the Peace Pledge Union scattered 
throughout the country follow collectively 
these ways to the construction of a different 
social order 

The Peace Pledge Union cannot be termed 
a political body in the accepted sense ; it is 
not realistic to use the machinery of party 
politics in order to change a society whose 
values that machinery expresses. Yet in 
another sense, action expressing the values 
respected by progressive people is political 
action Nor can the Union be termed a 
religious body in the accepted sense; to use 
the familiar machinery of religious organis- 
ations which have failed to establish a war- 
less society is again unrealistic. In another 
sense, however, the attempt to express the 
values which have been the foundation ofall 
religions is to practise religion 

Quite simply, therefore. the Peace Pledge 
Union asks its members to make use of their 
common humanity for the realisation of 
peace ; the alternative is to allow contemp- 
orary warfare to make use of their talents 
for common barbarism. 

At a meeting of the National Council of 
the Peace Pledge Union, it was agreed that 
though thev should not be held binding in 
any sense upon any member, the following 
affirmations express in the Council's view, 
the corporate mind of the Peace Pledge 
Union: We are agreed 


1 In attaching supreme value to the 
human person and the integirty of the 
individual 

It is necessary to distinguish between the 

integrity of the individual, and an individ- 
ualism, the exagyeration of which has pre- 
vented the realisation of true democracy, 
and opened up the way for totalitarianism. 


be the means of war's 
: of the particular torm 
‘faith which has brought him 


We are agreed 


2 In beleiving that the individual only 
achieves full personality through the 
establishment of right relationship with 
others. 


This involves the acceptance of a share 
of the guilt and the responsibility of society 
For some this acceptance will find expres- 
sion in the attempt to reform society from 
within: for others an experiment through 
community to lead a corporate life, which 
however, should not be used asa way of 
escape. 


We are agreed 

3 In our apprehension of the increasing 
power of the existing social order to 
destroy the individual and prohibit real 
community. 

Existing society denies the pacifist way of 
life, and we must therefore witness against 
this denial. This involves a recognition of 
the subhuman tendencies towards totali- 
tarianism in the present situation, and an 
attempt to expose them. The willing sub- 
mission to the common good which is ex- 
ploited in totalitarianism must be incorpor- 
ated in a new society based upon a new 
culture. 


We are apreed 

4+ That our task is always to take the 
most creative and constructive action 
in the face of existing circumstances. 


ef maThe way of justice and love, to many ex- 


pressed as “‘the way of Christ.” is the 
straight way to the redemption of the indi- 
vidual and of saciety. 


The national headquarters of the PPU are at 
Dick Sheppard House. 6 Endsleigh Street, lLon- 
don W.C.1., from which addresses of local groups 
and details of their publications can be obtained 
and to Which yonshould send your signed pledge 


“I renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another.” 


